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On June 30, the April 19 Movement (M-19) offered a 60-day truce as a gesture of good will to initiate
a "national dialogue" under international supervision toward the release of Conservative Party
leader Alvaro Gomez Hurtado. The former presidential candidate, and director of daily newspaper
El Siglo, was kidnapped by the guerrillas on May 29. Interior Minister Cesar Gaviria described the
M-19 proposal as a political program, under which high-level representatives of the government,
political parties, the Catholic Church and the guerrillas would convene to discuss socio-economic
reforms and other measures to assure Colombians of a "life free of violence." Gaviria said the
government is willing to engage talks with the guerrillas, but without the latter equating political
debate with violence, and the use of terrorism and blackmail. M-19 leader Carlos Pizarro presented
the guerrilla proposal via a radio link between the presidential palace and the headquarters of the
Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) secretariat. The government maintains permanent
communication with FARC, result of a existing precarious truce. The guerrillas' truce offer would
include the five principal rebel groups under the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator. The M-19
proposal included the following items: * High-level talks which would concretize national dialogue
to solve the nation's problems. * The talks must result in a broad-based accord without winners
or losers to achieve reforms considered crucial for Colombia, and "measures to protect the lives of
Colombians threatened by the wave of violence." * The eventual accords developed in the highlevel meeting would be presented to Colombian voters in referendums, such as those proposed
early this year by President Virgilio Barco. [Barco's suggestion was labeled unconconstitutional
by the Council of State.] * Attending the high-level meetings would be representatives of the
Supreme Court of Justice, the Congress, the Attorney General, the armed forces, employers and
workers' unions, political parties, the media, the guerrilla coordinator, and Gomez Hurtado. *
The meetings would be supervised by an international committee, comprised of delegates from
the United Nations, the Contadora Group, the Contadora Support Group, and Pope John Paul.
The papal nuncio's embassy in Bogota was suggested as the meeting site. On Thursday evening,
Minister Gaviria told reporters that the government had rejected the M-19 proposal. He said the
President Barco's administration will engage in talks with the guerrillas only in the context of the
release of Gomez Hurtado, rather than a political program dictated by the rebels brought about by
blackmail and terrorist strategies. Attorney General Horacio Serpa said that if M-19 truly desires
peace and reconciliation, it must free Gomez Hurtado before initiating negotiations. The guerrillas,
he added, must also decree a permanent truce, rather than for 60 days, in which all guerrilla groups
and paramilitary organizations must participate. On July 1, hours after the two officials' statements,
the M-19 issued another proposal, this time calling on Barco's government to create a mediator
commission charged with seeking the means to free Gomez Hurtado. According to Radio RCN,
the commission would be comprised of political leaders, Catholic bishops and a guerrilla delegate.
(Basic data from AFP, 06/30/88; AP, Prensa Latina, 07/01/88)
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